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   This map is not to exact 
scale or exact distances. 
It was designed to give 
readers help in locating 
gallery and art spaces in 
Western North Carolina.
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      Craft in Toyland opens on Nov. 18 
at Grovewood Gallery in Asheville, NC, 
just in time for the holidays. This group 
exhibition will showcase handcrafted toys 
and games - all American made! Also 
on display will be a collection of antique 
wooden toys from the heyday of Tryon 
Toy Makers & Wood Carvers, on loan 
from Tryon, NC, resident Rick Dunn. An 
opening reception will take place on Nov. 
18, from 2 - 5pm, free and open to the 
public. This show will remain on view 
through December 31, 2017.
      Craft in Toyland will feature works by 
10 artists and craftspeople from across the 
country, including toys by local makers 
Paul Frehe, Greg Krolick, Sarah Owen, 
and Alicia Williams of Heartwood Rock-
ing Horses. This exhibit will also show-
case works by Julia Calhoun, Elizabeth 
Swing of Emergolde, Joe Godfrey, Delilah 
Iris, Lumpy Buttons, and Wolfum. All 
handcrafted toys and games will be avail-
able for sale, with the exception of Rick 
Dunn’s collection of antique toys.

Grovewood Gallery in Asheville, 
NC, Debuts New Exhibition for 
the Holiday Season

Wolfum push toys

Works by Elizabeth Swing

friends. Among them, the artists that she so 
admires, as well as the wonderful people 
who appreciate the work that she does. 
     The jewelry that Eder-Smith creates 
is meant to bring the elements of nature 
together into a piece that speaks their story. 

Wear it, feel it, enjoy it… that is her wish 
for all of you. 
     For further information check our NC 
Commercial Gallery listings or call the gal-
lery at 828/254-9234.

Woolworth Walk in Asheville
continued from Page 30

time, and today, the surviving toys and 
woodcarvings are highly sought after by 
collectors.
     Before starting Tryon Toy Makers & 
Wood Carvers, Vance and Yale lived in
Asheville’s Biltmore Village, where they, 
along with Edith Vanderbilt, founded 
and ran what would become Biltmore 
Industries, a successful woodworking and 
weaving business. In 1917, a couple of 
years after Vance and Yale moved to Try-
on, Mrs. Vanderbilt sold the business to 
Fred Seely, Edwin Wiley Grove’s son-in-
law, and it was relocated to a site adjacent 
to The Grove Park Inn, where Grovewood 
Gallery is housed today. While learning 
the ropes of the weaving trade, Seely 

continued above on next column to the right

frequently corresponded with Vance and 
Yale, seeking advice and also trading 
information on new fads in techniques.
     Today, Julia Calhoun, who is one of 
the featured artists in Craft in Toyland, is 
working to keep the Tryon Toy Makers 
& Wood Carvers’ artisan legacy alive. 
She is the 4th individual owner of the 
business and has recently begun bringing 
the enterprise back with the production 

of some of the earliest toys designed by 
Vance and Yale, working from antique sets 
and photographs. She will be showcasing 
a reproduction of a wooden circus set, an 
early item in the company’s history that is 
extremely rare. “The only one we know of 
is in the North Carolina Museum of His-
tory in Raleigh,” Calhoun says. “A second 
one was located a few years ago in Boston 

      For nearly 20 years, Dunn has been 
collecting wooden toys made by the 
renowned Tryon Toy Makers & Wood 
Carvers, a children’s toy and fine craft
company established in 1915 by two en-
terprising, artistic women: Eleanor Vance 
and Charlotte Yale. The Tryon toys were 
the finest made in the United States at that 

continued on Page 32

Anne Marie Milligan, Painting

Call for Professional Artists
All Forms of Discipline Invited to Apply

All Works Must be original and Personally Handmade by You
Deadline to Apply February 7, 2018

Electronic applications: www.zapplication.org/event-info.php?ID=5832
More Info www.hotworks.org

www.facebook.com/hotworksartshows

2nd Annual HotWorks.org

Asheville  Fine Art Show™

May 19 & 20, 2018
WNC Ag Center/Davis Event Center

http://www.hotworks.org/

