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   This map is not to exact 
scale or exact distances. 
It was designed to give 
readers help in locating 
gallery and art spaces in 
Western North Carolina.
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Sonia Handelman Meyer, Boys, Spanish Harlen (19B1), 1/25, circa 1946-50/2007, gelatin silver photograph, 14 x 14 inches

Works by Amelia Stamps

Potters of Madison County was created in 
order to unite and acknowledge the skilled 
and diverse group of men and women 
currently creating work in an area not 
previously recognized as a stronghold for 
pottery in its own right.
     For further information check our 
NC Institutional Gallery listings or visit 
(www.pottersofmadisoncounty.com).

7th Madison County Potters Market
continued from Page 5

     The Southern Highland Craft Guild in 
Asheville, NC, is presenting Roots in the 
Guild: 9 Women Artists Today, featur-
ing works by nine female makers of the 
Southern Highland Craft Guild, on view 
in the Focus Gallery of the Folk Art Cen-
ter, through May 9, 2017. A reception will 
be held on Apr. 15, from 1-3pm. 
     Roots in the Guild: 9 Women Artists 
Today opened last month with pieces from 
Jimmie Benedict, Ellen Crandall, Bernie 
Rowell, Gina Anderson, Pat Herzog, Judi 
Gaston, Ann Hughes, Diane Tunkel Han-
son, and Rosa Kennedy.
     These nine makers joined the Guild 
in the 70s as styles and designs were 
transitioning from traditional to modern 
and contemporary in craft. “A number of 
these individuals represented that change 
and growth,” says member Jim Gentry, 
and past Executive Director. “Women who 
were linked by geography, youth, creativ-
ity, a love of visual arts and an organiza-
tion, Southern Highland Craft Guild rou-
tinely gathered to share work, inspiration 
and, no doubt, day-to-day concerns.”
      The catalyst for this show and sister-
hood reunion started with Ann Hughes 
finding a photograph taken in 1980 of 
the group at a party at her Friendsville, 
TN, home. These women met informally 
several times a year to share accomplish-
ments and struggles as a way to combat 
the isolation of working alone in the 
studio. It also was a space for support and 
accountability.
     “Participating in this show has pro-
vided an opportunity to look critically at 

Southern Highland Craft Guild 
in Asheville, NC, Features Exhibit 
Focused on Female Makers

Work by Diane Tunkel Hanson

our time together,” says Hughes. “I began 
by looking at Guild history and something 
stirred inside me as I read about Frances 
Goodrich and Lucy Morgan. I became 
personally connected with the Western 
North Carolina Craft Revival... a move-
ment inspired and administered for a large 
part by women. Without being conscious 
of this at the time, I realize now that I was 
able to move forward in a profession that 
welcomed women with open arms.”
      As members of the Southern Highland 
Craft Guild, the group of nine inherited 
numerous opportunities. The Guild offers 
history, administration, education, sales 
opportunities, national status, fraternity, 
and an enormous opportunity to partici-
pate. The Guild is second in age in the 
country only to the Boston Society of Arts 

and Crafts. Craft guilds of this magnitude 
are rare.
     “In the early days of our group, the 
Guild brought us together through shows, 
committee work, and annual meetings. We 
incubated deeply into these years,...active 
and growing like weeds,” says Diane Han-
son. “Having so much in common drew 
us together and we in many ways became 
sisters.”
     Admission to the Folk Art Center is 

free. The Folk Art Center is located at 
Milepost 382 on the Blue Ridge Parkway 
in east Asheville. Headquarters to the 
Southern Highland Craft Guild, the Center 
also houses three galleries, a library, a 
craft shop and a Blue Ridge Parkway 
information desk and bookstore.
     The Southern Highland Craft Guild is a 
non-profit, educational organization estab-
lished in 1930 to cultivate the crafts and 
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Old Fort Showroom Open Most Saturdays

Turt le  Is land Pot tery

Please call 828-337-0992 for an appointment any other day.
Map to showroom @ 2782 Bat Cave Road • Old Fort, NC 28762

www.turtleislandpottery.com

Handmade pottery by Maggie & Freeman Jones

https://www.google.com/maps/place/2782+Bat+Cave+Rd,+Old+Fort,+NC+28762/
http://www.turtleislandpottery.com/

