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   This map is not to exact 
scale or exact distances. 
It was designed to give 
readers help in locating 
gallery and art spaces in 
Western North Carolina.
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The Artist’s Coop
on the square

113 East Laurens Street  
Laurens, SC • 864-984-9359  

10-5:30pm Tues. - Fri., 10-3pm Sat.
www.laurensartistscoop.org

Laurensartistscoop@backroads.net

An Artist’s Cooperative

Work by Judy Larkin

Toe River Arts Council
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the walls of the local libraries in Burns-
ville, Spruce Pine and Bakersville with 
its artists works. For further information 
visit (www.bragwnc.com) or e-mail John 
Elsegood at (jelsegood@frontier.com).
     Sponsorship from both TRAC (Toe 
River Arts Council) and NCA.org (North 
Carolina Arts) has made this show pos-
sible.
     For further information check our NC 
Institutional Gallery listings, call gallery at 
828/765-0520 or visit 
(www.toeriverarts.org).

     Skyuka Fine Art in Tryon, NC, is 
presenting the exhibit, Women of Western 
North Carolina, featuring works by three 
exceptional artists; Linda Cheek, Shelia 
Wood Hancock and Kelly Phipps, on view 
through Sept. 1, 2011. 

Painters. 
     Cheek says, “When possible, I prefer 
to paint en plein-air, on the spot because I 
feel the mood of the place and my reaction 
to the surroundings are of vital importance 
to the production of a good painting. I 
believe that if I spend a lifetime seriously 
and humbly studying the beauty of the 
spots of color made by objects as they 
come together, it cannot but react on me 
as part of God’s creation and by the time 
I have painted my 1,000 and 1 paint-
ings, I’ll begin to have a glimmer of what 
beauty is.”

Skyuka Fine Art in Tryon, NC, 
Features Works by Linda Cheek, 
Shelia Wood Hancock & Kelly Phipps

style, both in the studio and en plein air. 
While studying for her Bachelor of Arts 
and then her Master of Arts in Psychology 
at East Carolina University, Hancock stud-
ied at the East Carolina University School 
of Art and Design. 
     Hancock is a member of Oil Painters of 
America, Mountain Arts Association and 
the Atlanta Artists Center. Hancock says, 
“Painting is my passion. I look forward 
to getting out there and having a conver-
sation with my canvas as I try to weave 
a story using paint. When I get lost in a 
painting, I know I have a good painting 
and hope that the viewer can see the story 
and the mystery also.”
     Kelly Phipps’ work blends the worlds 
of Classical Realism and Impressionism. 
She began studying painting early on with 
a group of landscape painters from the 
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Work by Kelly Phipps

Work by Shelia Wood Hancock

     The work that these three women have 
produced for this show is truly remark-
able. Oils that depict dramatic sunsets at 
dusk, inviting pastoral scenes drenched in 
glorious greens and blues, and charming 
cityscapes of Asheville and Marshall, NC. 
A number of pastels have been completed 
for this exhibit as well. 
     Linda Cheek has made a career of 
landscape painting since 1990 when she 
gave up her job as an illustrator for Lock-
heed and moved to the Marshall, NC, near 
Asheville. She has a BS degree in Fine Art 
from the Ringling School is Sarasota, FL. 
Cheek is one of the founding members 
of the Western North Carolina Plein Air 

     Sheila Wood Hancock specializes in 
landscapes inspired by her extensive trav-
els in Europe and her love of the southern 
United States, where she has always lived. 
She paints in oil in an impressionistic 

Asheville area, followed by three years of 
study of painting from life at an Asheville 
Atelier, learning the methods of Classical 
Drawing and Painting. 
     Phipps is a Signature Member of the 
Western North Carolina Plein Air Paint-
ers. Phipps says, “Painting from life is a 
joyous and fulfilling process. When one 
can let go and simply see the subject, one 
realizes that everything is there already, 
laid out and generously given to those 
who care to stop and see. It’s a humbling 
and wondrous feeling that life gives so 
freely… all I have to do as an artist is let 
go of all my presumptions about a subject 
and say ‘yes’ to all that my subject offers.”
     For further information check our NC 
Commercial Gallery listings, call the gal-
lery at 828/817-3783 or visit 
(www.skyukafineart.com).

     The Bascom, a center for the visual 
arts, in Highlands, NC, is presenting sev-
eral new exhibits including: Frank Stella: 
American Master, on view through Sept. 
25, 2011; Grounded in Nature: Paper, 
featuring works by Jocelyn Chateauvert, 
on view through Sept. 4, 2011; Bascom 
Members Challenge, on view from Aug. 
20 through Sept. 17, 2011, a reception 
will be held on Aug. 20, from 5-7pm; and 
Irony: Wilby Coleman, on view from Aug. 
20 through Oct. 22, 2011.   
     Frank Stella (b. 1936) is one of Amer-
ica’s great, internationally known artists. 
He is a painter, printer, printmaker and 
sculptor whose work follows an evolu-
tionary path from a minimalist geometric 
style to a more dynamic expressionism. 
This exhibition includes works on loan 
from Florida collector Preston Haskell 

and Albright-Knox Museum, New York. 
Monumental printmaking, mixed media 
and sculptural works will be displayed 
with a catalog including essays by Dr. 
Kahren Arbitman, former executive direc-
tor, Cummer Museum of Art, Florida and 
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The Bascom in Highland, NC, Features 
Works by Frank Stella, Wilby Coleman, 
Jocelyn Chateauvert, and Members

http://www.laurensartistscoop.org/
http://www.mcdunnstudio.com/
http://www.skyukafineart.com/

