University of North Carolina

in Greensboro, NC, Features
Exhibit Focused on the Sky

The University of North Carolina in
Greensboro, NC, is presenting Skyward,
featuring works by Sharon Harper, Karin
Apollonia Miiller, Demetrius Oliver, and
Trevor Paglen, on view at the Weatherspoon
Art Museum, through Apr. 19,2015.

The exhibition includes the work of four
artists for whom the skies are a source of
inspiration and observation. Each uses this
material to different ends, from tracking
the movement of stars and the moon over
extended periods of time to images that
incorporate views “looking back” from the
skies and personal representations of vari-
ous constellations.

Sharon Harper, “Moon Studies and Sun Scratches,
No. 9”7, June 4 - 30 2005, Clearmont, Wyoming
(detail), Luminage photograph, 50 x 40 in.
Courtesy of the artist.

For a number of years, Sharon Harper
has followed the movement of planetary
bodies through long-exposure photographs
generally titled with the location, date and
duration of the image that is being captured.
She works in a tradition going back to the
late 1800s of artists exploring the boundar-
ies of art and science. Harper employs a
range of technologies —analog, digital,
video, and high speed —that she pairs with
lenses and telescopes. While the results may
generate some scientific interest, they are
resoundingly poetic and beautiful. Harper
encourages us to think well beyond the
now-tired binary of reality and perception,
encouraging us instead to think beyond
what we know.

Harper received her MFA in Photogra-
phy and Related Media from the School of
Visual Arts in New York City. She was a
Visiting Assistant Professor of Art, teaching
photography, in the UNCG Department of
Art from 2003 to 2005, and since then has
taught at Harvard University, where she is
now a Professor of Art in the Visual and En-
vironmental Studies Program. Her work has
been widely exhibited and collected in this
country and abroad, and she is the recipient
of numerous grants and fellowships.

Karin Apollonia Miiller’s series of photo-
graphs, Far Out, (2013) consists of images
she altered from raw NASA data. Selections
from two of the series’ three parts, World-
lights and Citylights, are included in the
exhibition. The works look back from the
skies toward earth, upending the more con-
ventional practice of us looking toward the
heavens. The compelling photographs offer
us unusual viewpoints of civilization on our
planet: the clustering of lights help to define
landmasses and population densities, while
they also create striking abstractions.

Miiller was born in Germany in 1963
and moved to Los Angeles in 1995. Her
work has been featured in numerous solo
and group exhibitions both here and in
Europe. Her work is in such collections as
the Museum of Modern Art, NY; George
Eastman House, Rochester, NY; San
Francisco Museum of Modern Art, CA; and
Los Angeles County Museum of Art, CA,

among others. She is represented by Diane
Rosenstein in Los Angeles and Julie Saul
Gallery in New York, NY.

A conceptual approach to a long-held in-
terest in astronomy marks the work of Dem-
etrius Oliver. His enamel on paper drawings
recall outdated modes of photography such
as cyanotypes and photograms; they derive,
however, from a map by French astronomer
Charles Messier. In his digital prints, Oliver
has inserted a round image of animal fur
in the middle of a constellation chart: each
pelt refers to a constellation named for that
particular creature.

Oliver earned his BFA from the Rhode
Island School of Design, Providence, and
his MFA from the University of Pennsyl-
vania, Philadelphia. He also attended the
Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculp-
ture, Maine and held a yearlong residency
at the Studio Museum in Harlem. His work
has been shown in a variety of galleries and
museums around the country, and it is repre-
sented by D’ Amelio Terras, New York, NY,
and Inman Gallery in Houston, TX.

Trevor Paglen has long been interested
in the architecture and apparatus of surveil-
lance. His large-scale “Reaper Drone”
photographs recall the abstract paintings of
Mark Rothko or J.M.W. Turner’s lumi-
nous seascapes. But, in Paglen’s case, the
beauty of a work is subtly disturbed by the
presence of a nearly invisible surveillance
drone. He, too, turns the tables and puts
us in the simultaneous act of viewing and
being viewed. His black-and-white diptych
pairs an image of the Anasazi Cliff Dwell-
ings in Canyon de Chelly, Arizona (the
Anastazi were star-watchers) with a long-
exposure view of spacecraft and celestial
objects orbiting the earth.

Paglen is an artist, geographer, and au-
thor, with an MFA degree from the School
of the Art Institute of Chicago and a PhD in
geography from the University of California
at Berkeley, where he currently works as
aresearcher. He has exhibited his photo-
graphs and other artworks at numerous
museums and galleries including MASS-
Moca, North Adams, MA; the Andy Warhol
Museum, Pittsburgh, PA; and the San Fran-
cisco Museum of Modern Art, CA.

Skyward is presented as part of The
Globe and The Cosmos, a university-wide
celebration of the 450th birthdays of Wil-
liam Shakespeare and Galileo Galilei.

We are grateful to the artists and other
lenders to the exhibition, as well as those
who provided information and assistance:
D’ Amelio Terras. New York City; Inman
Gallery, Houston, TX ; The Lannan Foun-
dation, Santa Fe, NM; Diane Rosenstein,
Los Angeles, CA; and Rick Wester Fine Art,
New York City.

The Weatherspoon Art Museum at the
University of North Carolina at Greensboro
acquires, preserves, exhibits, and interprets
modern and contemporary art for the benefit
of its multiple audiences, including uni-
versity, community, regional, and beyond.
Through these activities, the museum rec-
ognizes its paramount role of public service,
and enriches the lives of diverse individuals
by fostering an informed appreciation and
understanding of the visual arts and their
relationship to the world in which we live.

For further information check our NC
Institutional Gallery listings, call the Mu-
seum at 336/334-5770 or e-mail to (weath-
erspoon@uncg.edu).

Artworks Gallery in Winston-Salem,
NC, Features Works by Ben Perini

Artworks Gallery in Winston-Salem, NC,
will present The Black and White Show,
featuring works by Ben Perini, on view
from Feb. 4 - 28,2015. Reception will be
held on Feb. 6, from 7-10pm and Feb. 8,
from 2-4pm.

The exhibit is an exciting display of the
expressiveness of art within the limitations
of Black & White - and the inventive ways
artists explore its possibilities. All gallery

member artists exhibiting this month will
also show their brilliant color free work.
Ben Perini, Brooklyn born artist now
living in Winston Salem, refers to his larger
than life charcoal drawings as visual poetry.
Consisting of thought provoking imagery
with the portrait as a central subject, these
works are a narrative commentary on the
human story. The drawings are dramatic in
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Demonstrations available
anytime!

Eck is a second-generation
Seagrove potter who has spent
nearly 20 years perfecting his
craft. He specializes in
Agateware, Crystalline and
Stoneware.

6077 Old US Hwy 220
Seagrove, NC 27341
(336) 873-7412

www.EckMcCanless.webs.com

The Tales of a Red Clay
Rambler Podcast featares
interviews with artists and
caltare makers from around
the world. Hosted by ceramic
artist Ben Carter, the show
explores how the ideas and
aesthetics of the interviewed
artists reflect the greater
cdltares that sarround them.

Carter was the educational director of the Pottery Workshop Shanghai
from 2010 - 2012 and has been an artist-in-residence at Anderson
Ranch Arts Center in Snowmass, CO, The Archie Bray Foundation in
Helena, MT, and the Guldagergaard International Ceramic Research
Center in Skaelskor, Denmark. He has exhibited internationally and
taught workshops at art institutions in the United States, China, Aus-
tralia, and New Zealand. He was also a resident at the Odyssey Center
in Asheville, NC, for a few years - which brings him back the NC from
time to time. For a complete biography and resume please visit the
about page at www.carterpottery.com.

For Podcast on NC Potters,
select episodes 49, 50, 51, 52, 54,
56,57,58,59,60,61 and 68 at

this link (https://itunes.apple.
com/us/podcast/tales-red-clay-

rambler-podcast/id523651655).

If you like what you hear you
might want to sign up for the
newsletter. To join the list click
the following link and sign up

in the box below the streaming
player:
(http://www.carterpottery.blog-
spot.com/2009/05/welcome-to-
tales-of-red-clay-rambler.html).

Work by Ben Carter
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