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Skyuka Fine Art in Tryon, NC,
Offers Works by Richard Christian
Nelson and Richard Oversmith

Skyuka Fine Art in Tryon, NC, is
presenting two exhibit in March, includ-
ing: Richard Christian Nelson-Recent
Paintings, on view through Mar. 10, and
Richard Oversmith-Recent Paintings, on
view from Mar. 11 through Apr. 6, 2011.
A reception will be held on Mar. 11, from
5-8pm.

Nelson has built his reputation as
‘Rich’ Nelson. The change to his full
name came from the need to be found
more easily on the internet. The current
show features the many sides of his work;
landscape oil paintings of the foothills
of the Blue Ridge and paintings from his
travels. It will also feature recent still life
and figurative work, and of course a few
portraits. There are a number of still life
paintings featuring early 20th century
North Carolina pottery.

Nelson states that he is “endlessly fas-
cinated by people, places, and things and
considers it a privilege and a challenge to
capture some aspect of their essence on
canvas. [ work toward ‘painterly realism’;
good drawing and composition, rendered
with strong natural color, in such a way
that you can still ‘sense’ or ‘feel’ the
paint. The effect of this process is that the
subject begins to artfully reveal itself to
me and hopefully, the viewer”. All of this
work (except some portraiture) is done
exclusively from life.”

Hailing from Detroit, MI, Nelson
earned his BFA from the College Of
Creative Studies in 1988. It was at CCS
that he developed his love of painting,
drawing, figurative art, and art history. He
has been working as an artist ever since,
initially as an illustrator, then as a portrait
artist, gallery artist, and instructor. Nelson

also teaches workshops focusing on land-
scape, still life and portraiture as well.

The exhibit, Richard Oversmith- Re-
cent Paintings, includes regional land-
scapes, still lifes, and figurative work.

Oversmith received formal training in
Fine Art and Illustration at Kendall Col-
lege of Art and Design in Grand Rapids,
MI. While at Kendall he was invited to
study at the Royal College of Art in Lon-
don, England. There he gained experience
in plein air painting and found direction
in his work as an oil painter. He graduated
from Kendall College with a Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree in 1995.

Raised in North Carolina, Oversmith
has called Asheville, NC, home for the
last 14 years. The natural beauty of West-
ern North Carolina has proven to offer
infinite inspiration for his impressionistic
landscapes. From rolling mountains to
abundant waterfalls, the majestic Biltmore
Estate to a simple farm scene, this region
evokes the artist’s muse.

Work by Richard Oversmith

Oversmith finds inspiration not only
at home but in his many travels. He has
painted all over the United States and
spent six months living and painting in
Brittany, France. Whether at home or
abroad, he surrounds himself in the ele-
ments of the scene while painting, in true
“en plein air” fashion. In the studio, Over-
smith’s sense of vision and mood guide
him to produce still lifes ranging from the
classic to the imaginative.

For further info check our NC Com-
mercial Gallery listings, call 828/817-

3783 or visit (www.skyukafineart.com).

Clemson University in Clemson, SC,
Offers National Print & Drawing Show

Clemson University in Clemson, SC, is
presenting, 2011 Clemson National Print
& Drawing Exhibition: Place, on view in
the Lee Gallery through Apr. 7, 2011.

Juried by Lynn Allen, Director of the
School of Visual Arts at Boston Uni-
versity, this exhibition explores issues
surrounding the idea of “place” and what
it means in political, geographical, virtual,
emotional and physical contexts.

Work by Lynne Allen

According to Allen, the exhibition is,
“an opportunity to see the range, depth,
and diversity of some of the most produc-
tive print and drawing artists in the coun-
try.” The exhibit includes screen prints,
ink and charcoal drawings, collages, wood
cuts, intaglio solar etchings, and aquatints
in which the artists explore the unifying
theme of “place” in all of its contexts.

“‘Place’ means something different to
just about everyone,” says Allen. “The
exhibition is a perfect example of how
each artist approached the theme from a
different angle, clustering our commonali-
ties while at the same time reinforcing our
uniqueness.”

Allen’s work has been selected for

The Artist’s Coop

on the square

An Artist’s Cooperative

113 East Laurens Street
Laurens, SC ¢ 864-984-9359
10-5:30pm Tues. - Fri., 10-3pm Sat.

Laurensartistscoop@backroads.net

over 100 exhibitions in the United States,
including the Brooklyn Museum of Art
Digital Now Print National, the Whitney
Museum of American Art New Editions,
the Boston Printmakers, the Corcoran
Gallery of Art, the Portland Art Museum,
Honolulu Academy of Arts, among others.
International exhibitions include the 21st
Ljubljana Print Biennial, the International
Print Triennial, Tallinn, Estonia, where
she won a diploma award. Allen’s work

is featured in Print Now published by the
Victoria & Albert Museum, London.

Work by Ke Francis

For further information check our SC
Institutional Gallery listings, call the gal-
lery at 864/656-3883 or visit
(www.clemson.edu/cva).

WIN A PICASSO!

TC Arts Council-Brevard, NC

$100 Raffle Tickets

Only 600 Tickets will be sold!
Appraised at $28,500
Download order form at
www.tcarts.org

or order by phone

828-884-2787

Carolina Arts, March 2011 - Page 13


http://www.tcarts.org
http://www.laurensartistscoop.org/
http://www.skyukafineart.com/
http://www.clemson.edu/cva/

