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     Spartanburg Art Museum in Spartan-
burg, SC, will present two new exhibits 
including West Fraser: A Southern Per-
spective and Will Henry Stevens (1881-
1949), both on view from Mar. 8 through 
May 7, 2011.  
     The Spartanburg Art Museum invites 
you to experience scenes of the Lowcoun-
try through the exceptional artwork of 
West Fraser, commonly known as “South 
Carolina’s best known, [and] most widely 

Spartanburg Art Museum in 
Spartanburg, SC, Features Works by 
West Fraser and Will Henry Stevens

     An inveterate traveler, he has painted 
throughout the Caribbean, Central 
America, Europe and Scandinavia. Yet 
his passion always draws him back to the 
marshes and landscape of the Georgia 
and South Carolina Coast. This exhibition 
explores the paintings of his South, from 
the rolling hills of the North Carolina 
Mountains to the maritime forests on the 
southern sea islands.
     Following his success as a watercolor-

his life outdoors, and much of his career 
painting landscapes and nature, particu-
larly of the Appalachian highlands and 
the Louisiana delta. His paintings capture 
a colorful, expressive, and even spiritual 
essence of the natural world, and demon-
strate a relationship with the environment 
that transcends landscape painting the way 
we are accustomed to seeing it.
    A pioneer of modernism in the Ameri-
can South, his works are reminiscent of 
Paul Klee and Wassily Kandinsky. His 
lyrical and poetic visions of the south are 
soulful enough to inspire even the most 
ardent of city dwellers to rediscover the 
expansive beauty of the natural world.
     Stevens was born in Vevay, IN, in 
1881. As a young painter he studied at 
the Cincinnati Art Academy and the Art 

Support American Fishermen, by West Fraser 

collected contemporary artist.” 
     Born in Savannah, GA, in 1955, Fraser 
gathers inspiration from life to create 
paintings of marine landscapes and harbor 
scenes. One of the leading American art-
ists in the representational/plein air tradi-
tion, Fraser has built his career on richly 
painted, atmospheric vistas of cities, 
coasts, and the landscape throughout the 
United States and internationally—from 
the pristine Sea Islands of South Carolina 
and Georgia, to the hill towns of Tuscany. 

ist, Fraser shifted to us-
ing oil paints as his pri-
mary medium. He took 
his art outside to create 
art “in the open air,” al-
lowing him to capture 
and create landscape 
compositions with an 
impressionistic render-
ing of light, color, and 
atmosphere. In Fraser’s 
own words, “I capture 
my experience of just 
being outdoors, where 
there is not a sound 
other than the crackling 
of the marshes and the 
wind in the trees. I’m 
a storyteller of chance, 
happenstance and 
time.”

     This exhibit is comprised of works 
from private collections and Helena Fox 
Fine Art, representative for the West 
Fraser Studio in Charleston, SC.
     The Spartanburg Art Museum will also 
exhibit the artwork of the late Will Henry 
Stevens, “one of the south’s most prolific 
modern masters.” This exhibition, will 
explore the landscape painter’s evolving 
style and methods.
     Stevens (1881-1949) spent much of 

continued above on next column to the right

Students’ League in New York City. While 
living briefly in New York he had several 
one man shows at the New Gallery. In 
1921, Stevens moved to New Orleans 
to become a professor of art at Sophie 
Newcombe College, now part of Tulane 
University. During his summer and winter 
vacations Stevens would take numer-
ous trips into the landscape. These trips 
fostered his prolific career. Stevens died 
in 1949 after retiring and moving back to 
Vevay.
     This exhibition is supported and 
provided by Blue Spiral 1 in Asheville, 
NC, the representative for the Will Henry 
Stevens estate.
     For further info check our SC Institu-
tional Gallery listings, call 864/582-7616 
or visit (www.spartanburgartmuseum.org).

     Caldwell Arts Council in Lenoir, NC, 
will present the exhibit, All Shapes and 
Sizes, featuring photography by Jody 
Servon with poetry by Lorene Delany-
Ullman; “Mikigami” series by Michael 
Twery and paintings by Gregory Smith, on 
view from Mar. 4 - 25, 2011. A reception 
will be held on Mar. 4, from 5-7:30pm.

Caldwell Arts Council in Lenoir, NC, Offers 
Works by Jody Servon, Lorene Delany-Ullman, 
Michael Twery and Gregory Smith

     Saved, featuring photography by Jody 
Servon, is an honest and moving pho-
tographic and poetic exploration of the 
sometimes funny but always poignant 
human experience of life, death, and 
memory. The work is candid and direct in 
its approach to a topic Americans avoid 
talking about even though it is an experi-
ence we all inevitably share: the death of 
a loved one. The project addresses how 
memories of the dead are deeply rooted in 
everyday objects, and how those objects 
serve as the emblematic means to trans-
port those memories to the living.   
     Saved was conceived when Servon’s 
father and three friends died within a 
single year. She was affected by how 
people bearing similar loss openly shared 
stories of their loved ones with her. 
Previously, Servon had photographed her 
grandfather’s dentures, and was intrigued 
by how the image resonated with viewers. 
This observation led her to borrow objects 

continued on Page 15
Work by Jody Servon
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April 2, Saturday  | 6:00 – 10:00 pm
Madren Center | Clemson University

Tickets: $75.00 per person
Live and silent art auctions
Over three hundred guests

Heavy hors d’ oeuvres
Live music

Cash bar

CELEBRATION OF THE

A gathering & live art
auction to support the
Center for Visual Arts
at Clemson University

Call 864.656.3883 or
visit clemson.edu/cva
for tickets and details

http://www.spartanburgartmuseum.org/
http://www.clemson.edu/centers-institutes/cva/

