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the events were open to the public and two 
were private and held at schools. Working 
outside, in parking lots and playgrounds, 
participants make sheets of fresh paper con-
taining recycled materials from schools and 
businesses and decorating it with pigmented 
pulp in images reflecting their community. 
     Partners in Street Pulp were involved 
because of their geographic location in the 
upper peninsula area of Charleston, involve-
ment in the community, access to potential 
participants, and underserved audiences. 
These partners included the John L. Dart 
Library, 1067 King Street; DwellSmart, 804 
Meeting Street; James Simons Elementary 
School, 741 King Street, and the Charleston 
Development Academy, 233 Line Street. 
     The project and exhibition also explores 
the idea of creative placemaking in the up-
per Peninsula. The transformative process 
from fiber to pulp to paper and then to the 
object of artists’ book is an apt analogy 
for creative placemaking. Fiber does not 
change its nature, only its form, just as cre-
ative placemaking will change the form, but 
not the nature of the upper peninsula. 
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is individual and connected to another in 
a variety of ways – in the book and in the 
flesh. 
     Installed on the walls of the gallery will 
be informational panels explaining the 
Street Pulp project, the process of hand 
papermaking, and photographs from com-
munity papermaking events that included 
148 community participants yielding over 
150 sheets of paper. After the exhibition, the 
artist will give the books to each of the four 
participants and one to Enough Pie. 
     Kris Westerson is a hand papermaker, 
bookbinder, and letterpress artist, living in 
Charleston. Westerson moved to Charleston 
in June 2014 and since her arrival has inte-
grated in the arts community. She and Brien 
Biedler, Charleston Library Society, began 
the Charleston Book Union a group dedi-
cated to the promotion and understanding 
of handmade books, paper, and letterpress. 
A member of the Charleston Craft Coop-
erative Gallery, she serves on the board as 
Membership Chair. 
     The Street Pulp project was partially 
funded by Enough Pie and the City of 
Charleston Office of Cultural Affairs and 
the City of North Charleston Cultural Arts 
Program through their joint administration 

Photograph by Ramona La Roche.

     The three artists’ books in the exhibi-
tion are comprised of the handmade sheets 
pulled by the participants during the Street 
Pulp events. The artist selected the accordi-
on book structure for the books that include 
individual sheets made by makers and the 
artist. The accordion book structure evokes 
the connectivity of community. Similar to 
each member of the community, each sheet 

of the Lowcountry Quarterly Arts Grant 
Program and the South Carolina Arts Com-
mission which receive support from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts and the John 
and Susan Bennett Memorial Arts Fund of 

the Coastal Community Foundation of SC. 
     For further information check our SC 
Institutional Gallery listings or call Saul Al-
exander Gallery Coordinator Sarah Kellner 
Burriss at 843/805-6840.
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     The City of North Charleston’s Cultural 
Arts Department, will present an exhibition 
of the top 30 award winning works from 
the South Carolina Watermedia Society’s 
37th Annual Juried Exhibition on view at 
the North Charleston City Gallery, located 
at the Charleston Area Convention Center 
in North Charleston, SC, from Apr. 2 - 30, 
2015.   
     The collection of works, on loan through 
the South Carolina State Museum’s Travel-
ing Exhibitions Program, features the top 30 
pieces from the group’s 37th Annual Juried 
Exhibition. Selections were made by world 
renowned artist William Jameson who cur-
rently resides in Saluda, NC. The full show 
consisted of 99 pieces, which Jameson 
selected from approximately 235 entries of 
SC Watermedia Society members. A num-
ber of the works on view will be available 
for purchase, including the exhibit’s Best of 
Show, a watercolor on gessoed paper titled 
Bill’s Bucket by Hilton Head, SC, artist 
Vickie Bailey Ebbbers.
     The South Carolina Watermedia Society 
is the only statewide visual arts organization 
in South Carolina to promote artists who 
work in watermedia, which includes water-
color, acrylic, gouache and casein, among 
others. As the state’s largest visual arts 
guild, their membership includes some of 
South Carolina’s best artists. Their annual 

juried exhibition, which has been presented 
since 1977, offers both new and established 
artists from around the state the opportunity 
to compete for prize money and to have 
their work exhibited in a variety of venues 
under the supervision of the South Caro-
lina State Museum’s Traveling Exhibitions 
Program. In addition, the group provides a 
number of other exhibition opportunities, 
educational programs and avenues for pro-
fessional development. For more informa-
tion, visit (www.scwatermedia.com). 
     Inquiries regarding the artists or purchase 
information may be directed to the North 
Charleston Cultural Arts Department at 
843/740-5854. 
      For further information check our SC 
Institutional Gallery listings, call 843/740-
5854  or visit (www.northcharleston.org).

City of North Charleston, SC, Features 
Works by SC Watermedia Society 

“Bill’s Bucket” by Vickie Bailey Ebbbers (Best of 
Show)
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