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     Vista Studios in Columbia, SC, is 
presenting the exhibit, Everyman Turns 
Six, featuring works by David Yaghijan, 
on view in Gallery 80808 through Sept. 6, 
2011. The exhibit is sponsored by if ART 
Gallery, also in Columbia.  
     Six years ago, Columbia artist David 
Yaghjian painted a guy in underwear 
resembling himself, twice, for a fundraiser 
around the theme “Fool for Art” for the 
University of South Carolina’s McKissick 
Museum. The two paintings triggered a 
new body of work,  dubbed the “Every-
man” series, which Yaghjian has pursued 
ever since. The often loosely rendered 
paintings are a dramatic change from the 
usually precise paintings of urban land-
scapes and architectural structures that 
Yaghjian was known for, although not a 
total break, as the catalogue essay by if 
ART Gallery owner Wim Roefs argues.       

      The 40-page catalogue is in full color. 
The catalogue contains an essay, an ex-
tensive chronology of Yaghjian’s career, 
57 color images of his work of the past 40 
years and the checklist of the exhibition. 
      Going with the flow of his imagina-
tion, emotions, free associations and hand 
and brush, Yaghjian has created a figure 
whose trials and tribulations he catches 
in symbolic and metaphorical, psycho-
logically pregnant scenes that excel in 
ambiguity. Some of the paintings express 
joy, humor and elation, others are contem-
plative, angst-ridden, dark and disturbing, 
and many combine opposite emotions.
     The “Everyman” paintings might 
indicate Yaghjian’s arrival as a mature 
artist, producing the most inspired, so-
phisticated, distinctive and unique work 
of his 40-year career. The work also has 

Vista Studios in Columbia, SC, 
Offers Works by David Yaghijan

taken him beyond the canvas, creating 
sculptures from cutout cardboard or wood. 
“Everyman” gives Yaghjian both concep-
tually and artistically the most productive 
vehicle to date to engage himself and the 
world.
     Yaghjian has never painted with as 
much fun or ease, he says. He likes to 
think of the work as semi-narratives. continued above on next column to the right

Work by David Yaghjian

“They are scenes of a midpoint in a situ-
ation,” he says, “a point of indeterminate 
distance from beginning to end. These 
paintings are personal but not necessarily 
from personal experiences. Sometimes it’s 
just a sense of something. Sometimes they 
don’t have the lifespan of an experience. 
It’s more like a tangent or a premonition 
or afterthought without knowing where it 
came from. A lot of it is standing on the 
earth and feeling there is something huge 
underneath it that shoots up through you.”
     Vista Studios provides studio space to 
13 artists and gallery space to community 
artists. An early project in revitaliza-
tion efforts of the Congaree Vista, Vista 
Studios began as a joint venture of the 
Columbia Development Corporation and 
the South Carolina Arts Commission. It 
has matured along with the Vista into a 
unique and needed outlet for Columbia’s 
visual arts.
     For further information check our SC 
Commercial Gallery listings, call the Stu-
dios at 803/252-6134 or visit 
(www.vistastudios80808.com). 
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The exhibition is sponsored in part by 

August 18 until
September 25, 2011

Wed 11-8, Thu-Fri 11-5, Sat 9-5, Sun 1-5
Free and open to the public.

Donations appreciated

TRIENNIAL Revisited is a partnership between 701 
CCA, the South Carolina Arts Commission and the 
South Carolina State Museum.
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Open weekdays.

Call for hours:  803.252.6134

808 Lady St., Columbia SC 

29201

www.VistaStudios80808.com
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available for rental

modest rate | professional exhibition 
space  Call 803.771.7008

upcoming

Through September 6, 2011
David Yaghjian, an ifART Exhibition

September 8 - 13, 2011
TimGraham

September 29 - October 4, 2011
Clay Works 2011, works by Sandra Carr, Rita Ruth Cockrell 

and Richard Lund

DAVID YAGHJIAN
Everyman Turns Six

August 19 - September 6, 2011
An ifART Gallery exhibition @ Gallery 80808/Vista Studios

Columbia, SC
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